
2 0 2 0  –  Q 1  2 0 2 1

IMPACT REPORT



Dear Retina Foundation Family and Friends,

 More than any year before, 2020 challenged and 
changed all of us at the Retina Foundation. However, 
what has not changed is our continued dedication 
to advancing our mission to prevent vision loss and 
restore sight through innovative research and treatment 
for our three core areas of research: pediatric eye 
conditions, inherited eye diseases, and age-related macular 
degeneration (AMD).

 When the COVID-19 pandemic transformed our way of life seemingly 
overnight, we collectively adapted to ensure continued progress in research, 
patient care, and community engagement. The Retina Foundation developed 
creative and safe ways to continue to provide specialized vision evaluations, 
genetic testing and counseling, and participation in clinical trials. I am proud 
of our devoted team who refocused and were able to accomplish remarkable 
outcomes in the face of adversity in 2020:

• Completed vision evaluations for more than 1,500 children and adults
• Worked with our research partners to write 41 peer-reviewed publications
• Shifted to virtual platforms to participate in 45 conference presentations
• Conducted a total of 64 research studies, 23 of which were initiated in 2020

 Despite the hardships of the past year, there is also so much to celebrate! 
August 2020 marked the one-year anniversary of the opening for the Vision 
and Neurodevelopment Laboratory, directed by Krista Kelly, Ph.D. Additionally, 
I am pleased to share that we have raised over 40% of our $3.5 million goal 
to recruit a new laboratory director to expand our research for AMD. With 
guidance from our dedicated Board of Directors, we are paving a robust path 
toward an exciting future. With the continued support from individuals like you, 
the Retina Foundation will continue to be the world-class research institute we 
are today.

 It is an honor to join forces in our endeavors with outstanding friends, 
partners, and gracious donors across the United States and around the world. 
To all of you, I extend my deepest thanks and appreciation. As Helen Keller 
once said, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” 

Sincerely,

Karl G. Csaky, M.D., Ph.D.
Chief Executive and Medical Officer

A Letter from the CEO
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2021 Board of Directors

TIA S. TOMLIN
Momentum 

Independent 
Network, Inc.

RAJIV ANAND, 
M.D.

Texas Retina 
Associates

DIANE BODDY
Community 
Volunteer

DAVID 
CALLANAN, 

M.D.
Texas Retina 
Associates

MEHMET 
CANDAS, PH.D.

University of Texas 
at Dallas

LOIS J. CARVER
JPMorgan Chase 

& Co.

ALEX M. CENA
Morgan Stanley

LORI DAO, M.D.
Pediatric 

Ophthalmology, 
P.A.

LAURIE 
DOTTER, CPA

Community 
Volunteer

STEVEN 
EISNAUGLE

Wealth Advisor

REHAM EL-
SHERAZI, CPA

Lane Gorman 
Trubitt, LLC

LOUIS L. 
GRABOWSKY
Juniper Capital 
Management
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STACEY THOMPSON
Dell Technologies

ROBERT C. WANG, M.D.
Texas Retina Associates

REBECCA 
HICKS

Hicks Law Group, 
PLLC

WILLIAM L. 
HUTTON, M.D.
MedSynergies, 

Retina 
Foundation, TRA

MARC H. KLEIN
Holland & Knight

RICHARD A. 
MASSMAN

Hunt 
Consolidated 

(Ret.)

JAMES H. 
MERRITT, M.D.

Oculoplastic 
Associates of 

Texas

MICKEY MUNIR
Sharif & Munir 
Custom Homes

EVELYN J. 
PULLIAM

Toyota Financial 
Services

NANCY 
ROGERS

Community 
Volunteer

THERESE 
ROURK

Compass Real 
Estate

KRISTY SANDS
Community 
Volunteer

RICHARD 
SCHAAR, PH.D.
Texas Instruments 

(Ret.)

RAND 
SPENCER, M.D.

Texas Retina 
Associates
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Age-Related Macular 
Degeneration (AMD)

Pushing the Envelope 
in Basic Science By:

Developing a one-of-
a-kind therapy for dry 
AMD

Conducting 
translational research 
that will move from 
the laboratory to the 
patient clinic

Recruiting a new 
Laboratory Director for 
AMD to complement 
existing research 
efforts

Karl Csaky, 
M.D., Ph.D.
Chief Executive and 
Medical Officer
T. Boone Pickens 
Director
Clinical Center of 
Innovation for AMD

After his tenure at Duke University and 
the National Eye Institute, Dr. Csaky 
joined the Retina Foundation in 2009. He 
is a board-certified ophthalmologist and 
vitreoretinal specialist. He participates in 
clinical trials for AMD and leads a team 
of researchers who are developing novel 
diagnostics and therapies for AMD. 

Leading the Way in Patient Care
Here’s How: 

Determining the 
stage of your 

AMD

Individualizing 
treatment options 

for your AMD

Genetic testing 
and analysis to 
determine your 

risk of AMD 
progression

Connecting you 
with clinical trial 

opportunities 

1 2 3 4
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“We found out today that I don’t 
need glasses anymore, and I might 
just be okay without them because 
my eye got so strong and improved 
so much. Thank you, Retina 
Foundation.”

Accelerating Research 
to Meet Our Goals:

Developing more accurate 
technologies for preschool 
vision screening

1

Conducting clinical trials 
of novel treatments for 
strabismus (misaligned eyes) 
and amblyopia (lazy eye)

2

Crafting new approaches 
to improving the child’s 
compliance with treatment

Determining how eye 
conditions affect the child’s 
reading speed, eye-hand 
coordination, balance, 
walking, self-perception, and 
quality of life

4

Pediatric Eye
Conditions

5 Investigating potential causes 
of slow reading and motor 
impairments in children with 
eye conditions, such as the 
child’s eye movements

Eileen Birch, 
Ph.D.
Director, Crystal 
Charity Ball 
Pediatric Vision 
Laboratory

Dr. Birch joined the Retina 
Foundation in July 1982, after 
completing her post-doctoral 
fellowship at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. She 
received her doctorate from the 
University of California, Santa 
Barbara. Dr. Birch has dedicated 
her life to conducting sight-saving 
research to help infants and 
children with eye conditions.

Krista Kelly, 
Ph.D. 
Director, Vision and 
Neurodevelopment 
Laboratory

Dr. Kelly received her doctorate 
from York University and 
completed her Postdoctoral 
Fellowship at the Retina 
Foundation. Her transition to an 
independent career, as the Retina 
Foundation’s newest Director, is 
supported by the National Eye 
Institute. She is dedicated to 
investigating the impact of eye 
conditions on children’s everyday 
life.

– KATE LOCKWOOD, 
PEDIATRIC EYE CONDITIONS PATIENT
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Inherited  
Retinal Diseases

Conducting 
Groundbreaking 
Research:

“I think that everyone 
should have a chance to 
see what this world offers.”

– MASON TWOCROW, 
INHERITED EYE 

DISEASE PATIENT

Growing our genetic database, 
which currently has more than 
9,100 patients with inherited 

retinal diseases

3

Completing detailed 
clinical-work for individuals 

with identified gene 
mutations

Working with 4 approaches 
to more effectively deliver 
gene vectors or mRNA to 

the retina

1

4

David Birch, Ph.D. 
Director, Rose-Silverthorne 
Retinal Degenerations 
Laboratory 
Dr. Birch is the first scientist 
hired by the Retina 

Foundation in July 1982 while working at 
Harvard Medical School. He received his 
doctorate from the University of California, 
Santa Barbara. Dr. Birch has developed 
game-changing electrophysiological and 
imaging techniques and is a leader in 
clinical trials of gene therapy for inherited 
eye diseases. 

 Connecting eligible 
individuals with clinical 

trials at the Retina 
Foundation

2

Developing a deep 
machine learning (artificial 
intelligence) program for 

analyzing retina scans 

5

Yi-Zhong Wang, Ph.D. 
Director, Macular Function 
Laboratory
Dr. Wang joined the 
Retina Foundation in 1998 
after his postdoctoral 

training at McGill University. He conducts 
clinical studies focused on how eye 
diseases affect retinal structure and 
visual perception. His special projects 
are aimed at developing new tools and 
technologies to help patients with macular 
degeneration and inherited eye diseases.
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The Retina Foundation is advancing research for pediatric eye conditions, inherited 
eye diseases, and age-related macular degeneration because of the generosity of 
foundations, corporations, and people like you.

2020 Retina Foundation 
Financials
JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31, 2020

Support & Revenue: 
$6,427,224

Functional 
Expenses: 
$4,747,515

15%
$946,487
Individuals

8%
$548,666
Special Events

18%
$1,144,842
Other

19%
$1,201,560
Corporations

20%
$1,291,657
Foundations

20%
$1,294,012
Government

7%
$337,867
Fundraising

80%
$3,800,336
Research

13%
$609,312
Administration
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INNOVATOR ($100,000 - $500,000)
Lyda Hill
Sue and William Hutton, M.D.
J. Willis Johnson III* 
Helen K. and Robert G. McGraw
The Rosewood Foundation
The Sands Foundation
The Jasper L. and Jack Denton Wilson 
Foundation

ILLUMINATOR ($25,000 - $99,999)
The Theodore & Beulah Beasley 
Foundation

Harry W. Bass, Jr. Foundation 
Amon G. Carter Foundation
Norma Demetrion* 
Fichtenbaum Charitable Trust 
Edward C. Fogg III & Lisbeth A. Fogg 
Charitable Trust 

Hoblitzelle Foundation
Nancy and W. Herbert Hunt
Jeffrey Moskow Trust
ORIX Foundation
Bridget Russell
The John and Bonnie Strauss Foundation 

ACCELERATOR  ($10,000 - $24,999)
Ann Snyder Harrod
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving 
Jill and Grant Henderson
Judy and Harold Kaye, M.D.
Lottye Brodsky Lyle, Ph.D. and Bobby B. 
Lyle, Ed.D.

Bobbi and Richard Massman
Megan and William McManemin
Virginia and Jake Murrah
The Rees-Jones Foundation 
Nancy and Stephen Rogers
Margaret Ryan
Judy and Charles Shelton
Robert Wang, M.D.  
Amy and Paul Wilson

 
TRANSFORMER  ($5,000 - $9,999)
Amegy Bank of Texas
Valerie and Michael Bakes
Susan and Pryor Blackwell
Barbara and Mason Brown
Sandy and David Callanan, M.D. 
Cornea Associates of Texas
Catherine A. Corrigan
CyberGrants Inc.
Evelyn M. Davies Foundation 
Dell Employee Engagement Fund 
General Atomics
Great Southern Bank

*deceased

Annual Giving
JANUARY 1, 2020 - MARCH 31, 2021

“It is my honor to support 
the Retina Foundation 
and their innovative 
research for age-related 
macular degeneration.” – LYDA HILL

“Thanks to all who support 
this amazing independent 
research institution. Because 
of our supporters’ dedication 
to the Retina Foundation, 
our scientists are able to 
advance research and 
save sight.”

– TIA TOMLIN, 
BOARD CHAIR 

(2019 - 2021)
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Joyce Harrison
Suzan and Adam Hurley
Angela and Marc Klein
Tracey and Aaron 
Kozmetsky

The Elizabeth Born Linz 
Foundation

Shirley and James Love
Susie and Sandy 
McDonough

Drs. Susanna and James 
Merritt

Michele and Mickey Munir  
Phyllis and Bobby Ray
Texas Retina Associates
Jackson Walker
Amy and Leslie Ware
Susan and Samuel 
Williams

COLLABORATOR 
($2,500 - $4,999)
Anonymous
Diane Boddy
Marjorie and James Bos
Theresa Brillhart
Annette Corman
Arnold Davidson
Lynne and Charles 
Dedmon

Delta Gamma Foundation 
of Dallas

Laurie and Douglas Dotter
Nancy and Gary Fish, M.D.
Bunny and Harold 
Ginsburg 

Penni and Michael Hansen
Caroline L. Hunt

Rebecca Hicks and James 
Jennings

Sally and Ralph “Red Dog” 
Jones

Georgia and Marc Lyons
Carol and Patrick McEvoy, 
Jr. 

NewGen Strategies and 
Solutions, LLC

Nichols Family Foundation
Northern Trust
Margot Perot
Vivian and Richard Schaar, 
Ph.D.

Rand Spencer, M.D.
Dessa and Harold Spidle
Texas Instruments 
Foundation

Topgolf
Elaine and Bradley Wolken

CONTRIBUTOR 
($500 - $2,499)
Cindy and Joseph Abbate
Albertsons Safeway
Anonymous
Karla Cross Arundel
Susan and William 
Banowsky 

Lisa and John Bartling
Kay and Will Beecherl
Jenny and Jason 
Bessonette

Cyril Birch, Ph.D. 
Eileen Birch, Ph.D. and 
David Birch, Ph.D.

Melinda Blundell 
Patsy Bonner

Joanne Bowles
Angela and Bradley 
Bowman, M.D.

Susan Brosnahan
Jo and Jay Bryan
Steve Burton
Karen and Peter 
Cacciapaglia 

Lois and Patrick Carver
Alex Cena
Mike Cohlmia, D.D.S.
Anne Collier
Christine Cook 
Emily and Joseph Cox
William D. Cox III
Mollie Crow 
Phyllis and Kenneth Davis
Peggy Dear
The Philip Devon Family 
Foundation, Inc. 

Anne and Cas Dunlap
El Dorado Motors
Claudia and Richard 
Ferrara, Jr. 

Pam and Daniel Fete
Rebecca and Barron 
Fletcher

Joe Foster
Lisa Garner
Judy and Robert Gass
Judy and James Gibbs 
Libby and Rusty Goff
Henry Gorbsky
Donna and Louis 
Grabowsky

Robert D. Gross, M.D. 
The Lars and Aisha Hagen 
Fund 
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The Don & Sybil 
Harrington Foundation

Martha and Douglas 
Hawthorne 

Jane and Jack Henry, M.D. 
Pilar and Jay Henry
LuAnne Hobbs
Hunt Cares Employee 
Campaign

Elizabeth and Taylor Hunt 
Leeanne and Bruce Hunt 
Margaret and Douglas 
Hunt

Bert and Bradley Jost, 
M.D.

JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Debismita and Sunil Kar
Laura and Guy Kellogg
Michael Kettles
Karen and Donald Key
Nancy and Chuck Knuff 
Susan and Allyn Kramer
Allison Krehbiel
Donna M. Kunkel Trust
Gigi and James Lancaster
Mary and Donald Landry 
Susan and Lou Lebowitz 
Ruthie and Walk 
Lightbourn 

Vance Luce
Leah and Michael Marek 
Lynne and Deacon Marek 
Libby and Murray McCabe 
Pat and Clyde S. McCall, 
Jr. 

Robert P. McGraw 
Brennan McKinlay 
Mara and Caleb McNeill

Michael Menton
Microsoft
Vinette and Michael 
Montgomery 

Shannon and Jim Nadalini 
Claire and Phillip Newman
Alice and Erle Nye
Linda and Stephen 
Oprendek, III 

Bahram Panahpour 
Jonathan Perlman
Stanley Rabin
Lisa and John Rocchio
Lisa and Stewart Rogers
R. Blake Rogers
Therese and Christopher 
Rourk

Jane and James 
Schwendinger

Deborah and John Scott
Angie and Todd Smith 
Kelley and Scott Stidd
Harriett Swager
Judy Taylor
Sheri Taylor
TBK Bank
Kathy and Frank Terrell, 
M.D. 

Charles Tomiello 
Sue Tomlin
Tia and Antonio Tomlin
Alice and Greg Tomlinson
Ashley and John Tyler
Vaiser Family Philanthropic 
Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
Community

Pamela and Robert 
Vodvarka, M.D.

Weaver and Tidwell, L.L.P.
Gail Utter 
Sharyl and John Weber
Linda and Delbert 
Whitaker

Patricia and Tad Wiler
Elisa and Ricky Williams
Stephanie and Patrick 
Williams, M.D. 

Jennifer and Bradley 
Wilson

John Wilson 
Alaura Lynne and Donald 
Wims

Dura Young
Erin and Joseph Zopolsky

“Age-related 
macular 
degeneration 
research at 
the Retina 

Foundation is crucial to 
finding treatments and 
improving the quality 
of life for millions of 
people living with this 
common eye disease 
that gradually destroys 
central vision. We are 
proud to support this 
initiative and honor the 
legacy of Mrs. Caroline 
Rose Hunt by driving 
sight saving research 
forward.”

– LYNN FISHER, 
VICE PRESIDENT, 

THE ROSEWOOD 
FOUNDATION
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Give the Gift of Sight. 
Donate Today.
www.retinafoundation.org/donate


